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Sakdrissi gold mine is located in Dmanisi and Bolnisi municipalities of Kvemo Kartli region of Georgia. Sakdrissi-Kachagiani gold mine was accidentally discovered by geologists of the company ‘Madneuli’ who worked on exploration of gold in Sakdrissi area. Georgian geologists informed archeologists about the findings.

The National Museum Archaeology Research Group in collaboration with German scientists has been researching gold mines in Sakdrissi and Balitshi-Dzedzvebi old settlements since 2004. The research revealed that gold mine Sakdrissi-Kachagiani is dated by the end of the 4th millennium and beginning of the 3rd millennium BC as a monument of 5400 years old and is the oldest gold mine found in the world. The monument was formed 1000 years ahead of the famous ancient Egyptian mines.

The prehistoric mine goes 50 meters into the ground. There were found the ancient settlement, graves, mine workshops, numerous tools: a stone hammer, coal after fire, grinders and pounding tools from stone, bone ‘scrapers’, and ceramics. The findings are evidence of the whole cycle of development of gold processing activities on Bolnisi territory. The research of the object was funded by the Volkswagen Foundation.

The Ministry of Culture and Monuments Protection granted the status of immovable cultural monument to Sakdrissi-Kachagiani in 2006. The decision was made to ensure the protection of the monument. Gold mining company ‘RMG Gold’, which has possessed a mining license since the purchase of the company Madneuli, requested from the Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection to make the Commission to review the status of immovable monument of Sakdrissi-Kachagiani. The Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection formed the commission, which included the ‘RMG Gold’s contractors. Based on the evidence presented after conflicting conclusions the status of immovable monument of Sakdrissi-Kachagiani was abolished. Despite the fact that this conclusion was not confirmed by the few members of Commission by order of the Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia (№03/108, 5 July 2013) and the President of Georgia (№563, 10 July 2013) Sakdrissi-Kachagiani ancient gold mine was removed from the list of immovable monuments of cultural heritage.

By the decree of the Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of July 5, 2013 # 03 / 108, paragraph 3, the relevant department of the Ministry was entrusted to provide measures for granting the status of movable monument to an important cultural heritage object in Sakdrissi- Kachagiani archaeological zone. However, the object has not been granted the status of a movable monument. In addition, it is virtually impossible to transfer hundreds of thousands of tons of rock from one place to another place and establish a museum. A similar incident does not happen in the world. 

On 7 October 2013 the government abolished the joint decree # 1436 from July 17, 2006 of the Ministry of Culture, Monuments Protection and Sports and Ministry of Economy of Georgia, which mentions ‘Sakdrissi mining industry archaeological zone’. As a result the area was stripped from the archaeological protection zone.

The company ‘RMG Gold’s representatives argue that Sakdrissi-Kachagiani does not represent any valuable object, and it must be destroyed and recycled. Despite the opinion of many experts and the conclusion that the present value of Sakdrissi gold mine reserves are much less significant than its importance and value as the cultural heritage site the company ‘RMG Gold’ - does not avoid demolition of the object. Although there are different techniques of mining activities that provide the possibility of the working process without damage to historical monuments.

On January 8, 2014,  the Scientific Research Group of Archaeology Research Center at National Museum addressed the Ministry of Culture and Protection of Georgia and provided registration documentation for Sakdrissi - Kachagiani with the purpose of granting the status of cultural heritage monument to the above mentioned object. 

Advisory body to the Ministry of Culture and Cultural Protection – the Strategic Section of the Council of Protection of Cultural Heritage discussed the issue and unequivocally recommended to the Minister to grant monument status to the object.

On January 13, 2014, the Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia, citing the need for continuation of research of Sakdrissi-Kachagiani as of a cultural heritage monument, did not issue license for mine obtaining activities to the company ‘RMG Gold’. Nevertheless the company does not allow scientists to perform photo fixation in Sakdrissi-Kachagiani and continue research in Sakdrissi area.

Georgia has ratified the Valetta Convention to save its immobile and mobile cultural heritage, which is also underlined in Association Agreement initiated by EU and Georgia. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sakdrissi_Kachagiani gold mine is a cultural heritage of international importance. Therefore, we appeal to the Minister of Culture and Monument Protection, to declare sharply and publicly the position of the Ministry immediately, accept the recommendation of the Council, take into account high public interest, and recommendations of national and international scientific community on granting again the status of immovable monument of cultural heritage to Sakdrissi-Kachagiani and support continuation of International scientific research of the site.

We also appeal to the international organizations and representative bodies in Georgia and abroad to consider today’s extremely dangerous condition for the object of the worldwide importance - Sakdrissi-Kachagiani and to respond for its survival. 

Three supporting letters from German scientists are enclosed. 
The information about Sakdrissi monument on websites:
http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/index.php/archives/08/2013/plea-to-save-ancient-georgian-gold-mine-from-total-destruction
http://ticcih.org/heritage-at-risk-ancient-gold-mine-of-sakdrissi-in-georgia/
 Please also find the list of undersigned organizations from EaP Civil Society Forum Georgian National Platform

