. An appeal  of the association
                                                                                   center of education "KOLKHIDA"
                                                                                   to the world community

       
     We report to you that in the Georgian state the Mengrelian region is represented by the status of an administrative and territorial unit.The mengrelian region is populated by  the people whose colloquial  regional language is Mengrelian.
       The interests of te people talking  in the regional Mengrelian language are ignored in the Georgian state,  wich is manifested by the fact that the Mengrelian language hasn't the status of a language.Respectively, there is no legislative basis for retaining, developing and applying this language in social life.
         The Georgian constitution and legislation doesn't recognize the Mengrelian language and it's banished from social life.
         For instance, the public idea of translating the Bible into Mengrelian,caused an open aggression of the official clergy. It was outraged by the mere idea of translating the Bible into Mengrelian. The people in Mengrelia, on the contrary,were surprised, why the Bible can't be translated into Mengrelian when it's translated into different languages of the world.There were political talkshows held on the  "Imedi", one of the influential political radios, in which not onely the efforts of the Bible translation, but even the recognition of the Mengrelianas a language was denounced - to hamper spredding over the Mengrelian language such vital rights of the European charter about regional and minority languages as education, culture, means of information, etc.
         Without stimulating the use of a regional language in social life, it's impossible to retain and develop it.
         The region Mengrelia has its historical legacy, it represents the Kolkhida Kingdom(XII c.b. c.) - that is the political and historical legacy of the ancient Golden Fleece  culture, it has its geographical bounds, one of the most ancient and richest with its lexical stock (more then 9 bl) - the coloquial Mengrelian language.
       The independent political status of Mengrelia was revoked by violence in 1867 as a result of the occupation by the Russian Empire.
       Despite numerous appeals to the local and federal authorities, the above mentioned problems are ignored by them. Contrary we are subjected to obliqe threats.
      This state of things has caused us to appeal to the world community.
      We are asking to you to come interested  in  Mengrelian ethnic tragedy and to help us retain and develop the Mengrelian language.
