27 Sep 2006 -
 
Non-Governmental Organizations' Meeting in Zugdidi
 
 
On the 21st September, the initiative group of NGOs who are interested in the regional languages problem held meeting. Two questions were discussed at the meeting: 1) the danger of Megrelian and Svanetian languages' disappearing and seeking for alternative ways to avoid the fact. 2). Conceding regional language status to Megrelian and Svanetian languages.
 
The NGOs who took active part in discussion of the questions are the following:
 
1. Alternative Ways for Preservation and Development of Regional Languages (Gia Agumava).
 
2.  Skhunu' (Community of Zugdidi Elderly People). (Khuta Khufenia).
 
3. Educational Centre  Kolkhida' (Iura Ghvinjilia)
 
The meeting was very interesting; many people took part in the discussion. All of them highlighted the fact that regional languages are in danger and it is necessary to fight for them, the participants mainly guided with  European Charter of Regional and Minority Languages and with Framework Convention for Protection of National Minorities'.
 
The participants agreed on many questions and passed a resolution:
 
1. Protection of Megrelian and Svanetian Languages, which can gradually disappear.
 
2. To support the preservation and development of cultural traditions of State Georgian Language.
 
3. To contribute into setting up a new state by protecting and developing these languages, what is based on democracy and the principles of cultural variety, within the frames of National Sovereignty and Territorial Integrity.
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